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bad: ds the» wort, zixd will 'com '2 ," and re- 
prove thoſe thar-are openty wicked, \and i glary tha they \ave 
nor like other men ; comparing themſelves wich the 


worſt, think themſelves wondrous ; but in this they rake 
wrong meaſures, the' Tight? way is to-took up/to the-beft; to 
ſe how'they come-[hort of themy 3. z: of the moſt:colnmend- 
ed and approved Servants of God: and Chriſt Jeſus, tre: 
Apoſtles, the Prophets, 'and the life and example of Jeſus hit 

lf; and/ noe to mind 'how  much-berter 'they are than' the 
worlt, oriths moſt. Noewirhftanding ithis, 'that yer ſuch the 


.many things -ourr of: rhe way; is tov plain to be' hid; and all 
wn notice of it, their enemies do'it'ro their reproach, 
thereby to-repreſent then bock-falſe and hypocritical, and/alfo 
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ſhort, if I had ſuch excellent rare Endowmeats as that Gentle- 
" man and ſome others have, CE I thiak, Ldurſt I 
not uſe them, in ſuch a Prophane way, and in fuch unchgritable 
work, as they and he do. - But he mu give account to God; 
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- | Firſt, That becauſe” they ate 'enemies, and it may be pro- 

phane wits that find fault ” That therefore you niay'codk ude 

nothing is amiſs ; but hearken to them (to chooſe) that find 

great faults, whether real or ſuppoſed, or any likeneſs or ap- 

pearance.of ſuch matters in your diſcourſes or praQtices : You 

would ſurely have them learn from you, Iam ſure geen 

take it'well if they would be taught by you, and fo Id you 

not diſdain to hearken to them. | 

4 Secondly, This would ſhew you to be of honeſt, iogenuous 

minds, and of thoſe'that love the Truth , and would mach 

convigce the-infulting adverſary of your uprightneſs and ſin- 

cerity. | What hurt or diſgraceis it, to retraQt, orto let them 

know that in ſome things, you may not have been ſo wiſe and 

| wary, but that you may and will amend ? 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Look over fcrioully and ſee, whether ſome particular no- 
tions of yours may not betray you, and make you to ſpeak, 
write, and-preach, not ſo manly, rationally and demonſtra- 
tively, as you might and ought ; but things looking too like- 
Phanaticiſm, as they think, and would be glad to Bad. 

Certainly the Chriſtian Religion does not unman men, but 
makes them more perfe& ; it makes good Chriſtians, to be the 
wiſeſt as well as the beſt of men. 

You are not to think, that becauſe your own Hearers, who 
out of a-good opinion of your worth and Piety, may be ſome- 
what too credulous, and take all at the beſt, that therefore 
athers will do-ſo too. They that Preach and Write about Reti- 
gion and Divinity, ſhould regard thoſe that are contrary, and 
that may be perhaps wicked, but' witty, of Parts, but little 
Piety,of Learning and liberal Education, but not much Charity, 
and ſo nor like to take every thing by the- right Handle ; not- 
totake the beft meaning and interpretation, the thing. wilt 
bear, And: though men prophanely and ſcurnilouſly call'you 
Phanaticks; 'yet-givte chem neither jaſt'cauſe- nor occaſion” for 
| it, in ſpeaking and preacking of the word of God and Religion. 
| All ſhould mind to-do as the: Apoſtle adviſes Timothy in 2 Tim. + 
| 24.15: Study to ſhe thy ſelf approved to God, « workman that needs 
| net to:be affemed; (10: Not aſhamed” that'men; any men, 

ſhould hear him: (rightly dividing the word of Truth.) Formy 
| B 
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8  , Vox Clamantis ;: or, 

pert 1 ſhould, and I-thigk you aught, above all things, to 
dread. Popularity, and to.be moſt atraid, when you feemen, 
many wen , your People and Hearers, to take and drink all 
down, examining nothing ; and all this only out of the good 
opinion they have of you their Teachers, though: others in- che; 
mean time, and for the ſame marter deride and fcorn you. Oh + 
how happy would it be if men, Chiiftian men, would once 
come to this excellent Spirit (4. e.) To contider and judge of 
things, of all things, even things of Religion, 'as they are in 
themſchves, in their own-nature ; andſo receive and imbrace 
them, and be able, cjther to receive or reject, our” of a free 
J t: And neither to, accept things for thefake of men; 
and that good opinion they bave of them, nor to | 
thing, becauſe they like' nor the men, that write or ſpeak it, 
or becauſe.they are not of their Pazty or Opinion : Till this be, 
Chriſtians, will never| excel, nor be wife unto Salvation, nor 
credit Religion. Lconfeſs the men that objett thus againſt you; 
to-your reproach , 'are'moſt unfit to doit ; partly © - : | 

Firſt, For that ill temper of Spirit in which they do it; it 

ſeems to be neithef out of Piety, nor Charity, nor out of an in- 
tent to-do you any good, or in any thing 10 amend you ; be- 
ſides many of them are (I faynor all) phinly. men of an nn- 
godly ſpirit, fo far from taking that way of Charity, Meek- 
nels, Sunplicity, which the Goſpel of our Lord requues, that 
they put all their truſt; of overcoming their adverſaries, 'in 
their prophane Jeſting, Joaking, turning Religion intoridicule, 
Deriding,; Jeering, Scoffing at. all men of a contrary Party, 
without. making a difference, handling the matter in difference, 
in a Prophane, Poetical, Comical ftrain and drollery, and not 
after that ſerious manner, and with nkivy ſenſe, nor with 
that Charity, which choſe things require ; to that their wrie- 
ing.and talk of this kind, ſuites' more to the Play-hoafe, than | 
toche Church, aot-caring what they ſay, ſo they ca either. 
find, or create matters to diſgrace their Adverſarics with. 

; This Jocular ftrain' of theirs, with a pleafure inthandling 
matters, and an{wers inthe like kind, Germs to have: taken- 
top much hold on ſomepf yon, inthe ifnitationiof them, to rhe * 
no little diſgrace and diſcredit of the moſt hoty, and:;puze Truets, 
and fimplicity of Jeſus. Some 
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Jn ppoſi h po gel Frcalitcal ha 
at your oppoſites, with girds ical 
again them, telling your familiars, with too much delight 
cir faults, and nor ſeriouſly, -nor charitably pitying them, 
nor wilbing their good and trerment. Thus if we may de- 
lieve, them ; -you incoprage and maintain others, to draw, the 
Saw of contention , and to carry on the Cauſe in difference 
atſuch a rate; which if you better conſider of it, appears/not 
to be Chriſtian, nor will you find peace in it at. laſt ; .it no way 
agreeing with the vity "ak ſeriouſneſs of a Chriſtian, nor 
with the dread an weighty concerns of Religion and meas 
Salvation. + , ..' 
Secondly, Another account upon: which I judge them very 
unfit to obyett againſt, or retort upan you : > Bt t, becauſe | 
find ſome of rhe main matters, they make faulty, and draw 
Phe op abſurditics from, in your Prayers and Preaching , in 
me opinions, are common to themſelves with-yqu : Such { 
IE Te pa che opinions and differences about)the Gee contro- 
vert ints, concerning ,Ele&ion' and' Reprobation: © What 
wn will needs Fan Coleen you call che contrary Armin- 
: i ' The canſequence and Fe Gol drawn from £70 ole, they 
e matt oxn, ;and-wherewjh to expo Qu, as is 
Spe wade {» aſk | their, we go expale yo Pooks, 
rrp choſe Gy appt Divines. -... 
hey take in; the worſt, and. molt obnoxious parts yon 
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- Sy, ule ierhole vations and opinions, (called Calui- 


tr.s-Remonſirant,) arcthe plain ſeoſe of rhe Ar- 
EX Ko Gat of. Ce rs le Top Tas loſt all oor 
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needs. An otherwile. 
1; Thirdly; Bout there. are ſtill many, and Have been more 
in tiraes Pte he moſt I. rrerhct be if not the moſt Pious and 
he CEN m__ that have imbraced, hed, 
2. and: 
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and ſtrenuouſly defended thoſe opinions : Now to ſcrew abſur- 
dities out of theſe notions and opinions, to take hold on theſe 
ungrateful things, and the. conſequences of them," that are 
moſt obnoxious ro cavil and cenſure; when in the mean time 
the beſt and ableſt of their own Party, are of the fame mind, 
and have Tpoken the ſame things, and full as abſurd (if they 
will have it fo) asany ; as it were cafie topoint toBooks, and 
Authors of this kind: I fay, to do this vpon theſe terms, is 
moſt diſingenuous, and unworthy men and Chriſtians. 

Finally, They are moſt diſingenuous and unworthy in this 
their procedure, in their Cavils, and Accuſations of Abfur. 
dities, and Phanaticiſms in 'Preaching and Praying, charged 
upon the Nonconformiſts ; ſeeing it werean ealie work to do 
the ſame by them, ifany were ſo minded, and could not better 
ſpend their time, or could adventure to waſt their Conſcience, 
and expoſe Religion to ſcorn-upon ſuch a ſcore. There are 
thoſe that think they could do it, and ſome 1n times paſt that 
have done it, and find matters enough, and roo much for it ; 
but enough of this, &«. - | 

Therefore , ſeeing they are ſo troubleſome and offenſive to 
you in this kind , I truſt you will not be Imitators of them in 
the ſame way of working; deriding, ſcoffing and. expoſing 
them, for. their faults , errors and miſcarriages. Notwith- 

ing ſome will plead on both fides;' that pcs of Elias 
in ing BaaPs Prieſts, to countenance all the Mockery, 
Drollery and , made uſe of in Religion, and about Re- 


ligious matrers, eligious men. To which I fay, | 
Sf, Let not Chris look upon't mgle protico of 
any, nonot of the beſt men in Scripture R ; bur accor- 
ding as they agree with and ſavour of, the Spirit of Holineſs, 
Peace and Charity, aQting in the Goſpel of Chriſt, and will 
conſiſt with the promotion, of the high and holy end and de- 
ſign of it ; that is, according to the Life and example of our 
Lord Jeſus, who hath taught us the moſt excellene things, 
and grven us the worthieſt examples of them, in all peace, pa- 
tience, meckneſs, goodneſs, charity. | | 

Secondly, Again, if a wiſe man ſhould for once be found in 
fuch a way, or do ſuch a thing, 'z. e. deride, mock, &e, & 


| a Cry to Proteſtant Diſſenters. 11 
would be io—_ do it once, but-to continue in it, and till 
toanſiver the adverſary, as faſt as hedoth it } is 'not only tin- 
worthy of a good Chriſtian, bur of 4 ſober wiſt iran, ft ( 
Solomon has an excellent {aying to this purpoſe, Anſwer «fool, 
(faith he) according to his folly, leſt he be wiſe in his own conceit, 
4. e. For once perhaps thou mayelt ſometime do ſo, and but 
once, as the following words imply, Anſer not 4 fool according 
to his folly, l:t thow be like unto him,. i. +. By continuing. to 
anſwer him ſtill according to his folly, as long as he ſhall per- 

fiſt therein, thou ſhalt be like unto him, a fool alſo. 
Thirdly, As *tis not fit for Chriſtians to return Rang for 
the 


Railing, ſo neither Scoffing nor Joaking, for any thing. 
ſame kind | 


Yet this has been done, if they fay true, not without the 
Knowledge, Agency , Incaura t of ſome of your way, 
who have latetoo much 1a the ſcat of ſcorners, wieS in ſmare 
Sarcaſms, propane Poetry, and in Pictures, Draughits, os 
to render the contrary party ridiculous and abſurd as much as 
they con, Ba inik under neon art it againſt 

ro jeſting, ſcothng, ing, and villifying, and 
4 very ill +3 ror and effefts, (viz.) anger, alice, 
hatred, revenge, making of Parties, diviſions, deſtroying of 
Chriſtian Peace and Charity, '' oo 

We ſhould confider, every man hath fome honqur and vene- 
ration for himſelf, for his Friend, and for his Party ; and few 
can bear to have this Crown ſpeiled, to be degraded from their 
honour, or have their name and reputation laid waſt x; but will 
above all things, be-ſtirred and provoked by ſuch dealing and 
detraQtion.” < *r with' yourſelves, if ir be not* ſo with 
you ; Sure Tam; this way #f proceeding is' moſt Unchriſtian, 
and a not, at-all with that good Spirit which is peaceable, 
fall of love, tenderneſs, fear, humility, and which becomes 
and recommends the Chriſtian Goſpet of our Lord and Saviour : 
Neither is it- agreeable to'the Royal Rule, of doing to orhers, 
as we would be done unto our ſelves, _ . eee 

Finally, ſome good andgodly men, I have known, that have 
ſomewhat tranſgreſſed'this way ; and thongh. upon the great- 
eſt provocation given, and thar repeated an publick yet —_ 

umble 


—- 
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humble and holy mea have repented of it,- and publickly, and 
ig Print, rerabted it; -- ina wotd, you as Chi ought noe 
to follow any-in|this kind, but co give examples to*the con- 
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Urther, There is one thing, and the principal thing, you 
areCharged with, (which I doubt is to too true,/\af lea(t 
hath more of tryth than Þcould wiſh), and chat is a too much 
bufying your ſelves about publick and Seate-matters, and things 
relating to Government ; and conſequently too much, and too 
reat 4 buſying your ſelves, in hearing and elzng News, 
pending much time abour it in: Publick- houſes #nd elſewhere ; 
and that too much of your Hearts and Spirits are drunk up about 
firch matters, &c.. This is offealive and hateful-co-rhe contrary 
Party, ſcandalogs to.your Profeſſion ; and doubtleſs. a great 
hindrance, To other more ſeripus gad naceary, work ; and an 
eng the weighty con- 

cerns of their own. Souls, and eteraa  happaneſs; if not £0'the 


obſerved, that i agy Qyermuch given to 
hear, of take yp and.tell News agd $pres: of all! kinds, and 
about State-matcers .in . they .have-..oblerved a 


decay in their Spirits,, and hem growing to a great 
: egree unlavoury, loſing much of that) good, davour,and vi- 
gour, that they ad in time. paſk. -, oF hEecoming much th 
worſe in'thetemper of their .Spirits, and- it ist9. be feared- in 
their uſefulneſs in-cheie Places, 1! +1, oo 9 
Obje.. But you will ſay; What may we [not concern-our 
ſelves. in the affairs and pallages of the Times welive.io 2 Moſt 
er ws handuns wah we 
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we not ſerve our Generation the beſt we can? And if fo, how 

can this be without obſerving and ſpeaking about the matters 
and tranſaQtions herein? Beſ are we not Parts and Mem- 
IICED _ —_ parc on ple: have a 

4 yea aBi tro 2 ts Priv 
Mg and when Se theſe a, x” we tiot | 'it 
2nd ſpeak of it ? Myſt. we ſee Popery, "Arbitrary Goverritient, 
coming on a wo ts, and nor. eake-notice of it, Ar obſerve 
and ſpeak * Are not our Lives, Liberties and' Pofterities 
concerned. in "hols ahings' ? and.hayr not there beew Hel 
Popiſh Plots ſer on foot, anid-contimedy u97 !T&'he 7 
weſhall ſufferiwith thefirftand ay dee ak and! ſve all this 
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all men.in| Authority»; - this! ol nm pr them my 
live a quiet; 5" omrs in ineſ; honefty, + 
And of old the People-of God were commanded to ſeek and 
Pray for the good and peace of the place where they lived, 
ogh it, were: in- Captivity ::For 4m it they ſhould have Peace, 


Jeree2 9 $ vu Etbaucyt ds $5) 
- And. {o, we may. and ſhould obſerve,'' what motions and 
matters are carrying on if the Land and Government; that we 
may dire our Prayers' atcordiogly,: with fit and ſuitable argu- 
ments unto, God, ; for the good and the peace of it : That is the 
firſt thing, ithey may and to do. g | 

- Seeopdlp;; If. need: be, and! matters go againſt us, 'and'con- 
trary to our minds, (and as 'we think) not as they ſhould ; we 
may certainly with humility, petition and pray” unto men and 
thoſe Ahoy ory expreſs our feoſe and fears abour things; 
ſeny RENEE ſiren apeaceable way. Nonefure-can' 

1 eunLU vas 10 29%: | , 

ST hirdh, But if the motions and —_ we fear, and like 
got, be not our concern, as-we are of ſuch a Party, diſtint 
from.the reſt/; but do coneern the whole: body of the Nation 
as, well as us. | There is'no-reafon we ſhould fem more afraid, 
thanthe reſt; but beable -(furely)-'to bear as long as the: reſt 
of the Nation doth, fo; long-as ſuch deſigns are hot evidently 
deſtruRtive ta the whole : Neighbours fare here, if it be not the 
beſt ; yet it may. at-preſent.ſatisfie-us, totake oyr ſhare in: cotn- 
Jon. . If they, will bear, jt, or- not mind it, ſhall we only, or 
frft, or moſt, concern our ſelyes more than others. 
 Fourthly, Much leſs ſhould we be the forwardeft in matters 
of this nature; 'and- it is worſt 'of all, and altogether unex- 
cuſable to be querulous jill thinking and. cenfuring the 
worſt of things z, $0 be. diſcantented and:ftind-faule, robe found 
more forward to take exceptions, -&c. We ought," having. ob. 
ſerved how thinggare,” lecthein appear-never 10 ill 3: 'yct\to\.do 
40 this, as in other things, we are. commanded ;-in nothing ro 
be, careful, but;, to commit; gur ſelves and: requeſts ro God? by 
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20d) for anth.ia:the Scriptures of the New 

ou may take it in Pas/s Commiſſion, in which 

he gives account of whatchgwas to-do: by vertue of i it, As 
Bs Ly 18, 3. 6. Toure eun/Adpiſe #0 light, - from, the 
Setup 91/9 Gog, (hat they raig reoe forrora/eof ſins; 

tal Ih ritange 4 wor. them that: are ſandiified, by the» Faith: of 


. Or we may-rake it in ſbore,! as our. Lord expreſſes it, (viz.) 
bbe:tree goqs, i» e,, The man, the Chriſtian man, i. 
I Wo ; 


vie lj incipl ple of 2 by 
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ice. TH0.9 ing forch good ; Br goo or ond 
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kaown to himſelf and others, by his fruits. Now. the © iris 


Ty Thus Gt. of 595 Sn-yihen, com ighaly jade, 


| ce 0% guruan.Ondinances, Praying, Hearing, 
Preaching, or doing {uch kind of -works, but in the doing of 
others, E $9 Clſcour þ and demonſtrating our true Fai 
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ia Chrilt. So P teaches, Mir. 7. v.21, 
Net eq rd. Lord, 5, ce, That: calls! anche 
Name gf Chriſt, A rnahes Prof Kon of him; yea,/thar-docth 
this wich great zeal, -for that's the z as appears in the 
doubling. of his Title, (Lord, Lorg.)- All that..do thus, feem 
they, or Cogn lever it; {ball not therefore. tn 
| Heavegh-' Butfgith un Lord, Heber 
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his Name,: but-10 other more 
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lived and died, and roſe again in -this confidence, becauſe the 

had Prayed , Preached', in the Name of Chrift, 
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and moreover — great works, -caft bows ro Chriſts 
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not do. lathe 29. ». 1 | ; t int 
cnt fon, Ahavey. Gini inns hyp ney, hey were 
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| eos apr ep common as na rig rd 
ror Are ye more patient, meek, humble than others ? 
Secamdly, Are ye more mortified to this preſent World, or do 


ye wake ir evident that ye are more moderate in the things of 
it than others; _"—_— —_— in this appear unto 


all men, &#c. 
Thirdly, Have you wortified your and 1nordinete 
tuch as anger, wrath, pride, malice, evil- 


4 date. 
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whe fc that are ſhewed towards, 
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#te t0 be rrue-and truſty m2 alt things, faithful toour 


- and in things committed to ey , &e. Then fa. 
ws at 


meekneſs, temperance and vertyes of that kind , ayainft 


whicht here is no Law, -nor Exception, bur they are approved, 


 commetided by all,” both g dodiind bad.” *Theſe fruits thus ex: 


prelſed,” are the moſt prope fruits of rhe' Spirit,” and are of the 
true Spirir, and temper of our Lord. Jeſus who ſhewed himſelf 
thus towards all men. Theſe will make us moſt like our Hea- 


track Father ;''and are moſt evidently demonftrative of the 


and realiry of our faith in+ Chrilt' by theſe we we forlly 

; fucha temper of Spirit as this we muſt deſi ign, a 

owing in is.;'for we are not like to be. compleat at firſt, 
deg 15 v, 24. They that ere ChriſPs, have crucified, or moy- 


tified; the Deeds of the fiſh, with the affetFions , buſts 
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way' © doing il it ett v 

thoſe luſts ie Fro be done un proceed in, rh in” thine ths 
e death of our-ſins and 

carnal affeftions : And the er and force of his reſurretion 


in our zifing daily co newne of life, and works ſhitable. - 


"And ver. 25. If we live, ie. If we profeſs and pretend'to live 


” ## the Spirit", "Ot according* to” the power of 'the Divine life. 


Then &r ae-atfo walk in, or according to the Spirit, as it is here 
deſcribed in the fruits of it : And'ler us jadpe our ſelves, "and 
lerothers judge: __ ao otherwiſe, bur E kecording ai they Fo 
us thus walk, & 

Baz oc: the contrary'; are 6 not often charged, '#nd' do Ye 


not give too much occaſions r it, with divers being fa contra-/ 
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ry to this E.G. with 


and wrath; with je& roo 
_ to humour and fancy, rather-then led Þy wp. ſober 
ciples of Reaſon and 0 ubovrding. tothe il ex 
lect, .calm;|4nd meckr$pitic of Chriſt Jeſus ? 


mn . Sernmaly, With ages. too- much” zi of Coyetouſtiels, 
Earchl & A 


and of''too mu wing of this pre- 
ſens:Wotld; arid ſo not ſhewing forth ſuch freenefs ,” fuch' a 


Theral Spirit as the Chriſtian. Goſpel teaches, and gives- ex- 
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vis,) In pride, vanity, gallantry, 49 your Selves, Clothes, 
Med and-in the Education. and and, bringing, ,of your Chil 
dren in {ſcandalous ways and breeding, 'acco tothe Pride 
Pomps and Vanities of this. World. Some that have looked 


into-your Ways and Garbs , yea-into. you 

tions, have ſrenas much .of t Re fe kn 
y have a mind mare, 'they, may go. from. ep 

ky 20 the moſt pompous. agd vicious 
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Fourthly, \ That you pig eng ae yo 4"y Hard, if not 
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other. mean, or the-wort wg adsy oh to. their Bargains, 
, though. there great reaſon to.confider 

: You as well 4s pchers, py eh been cry 


.Out.upon, 0 
is account ;. one inſtance was in the Letting of Houſes. and 


og at, and ſinge the late Dreadful Fire, and: Rebuilding 
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he . upan : mens Neceflities, 
taken advantage of their w cakneh, wane of. skill and cunning 
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complained of ic, not the. leaſt help. and relief init. "This 
_—_— been charged upon ſome, great Profeflors , 

to Religion, 'and ſeemingly devout: ., You would po 
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hand inference, aot of falvationj All or 
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more, mew chuspretend, oo ls,.angithe errots 
| om inlet; rely man} of them, have 
abſolutely f Kajed all that'could not 


wt 41x Ba thr to God, many of thoſe are 
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got. God'to.cn 
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you ie are many_ gd 
how mgny ory We nay 


or lierel? of their 
dm damental Veritics FORE; 
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nc ae” 0 love aad receive ll Chrliunasfvch, as 
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*” But you, will fay, f my 6. nn gr wfec 
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many Articles, or gearing 6 0 "fach and ſuch Creeds, that be 
in faſhion amoog them,. and, muſt belieye 7 as they do; 
iy ro pa A Man 09 do, or pablo 5, profe dp, , and yer 

carnal, and hypocricical as the worſt, 
badge oaer's be evur will admit hy into Fee their Church and 
Communion, will < a. Formal Narration, or Declaration, 
not only of their Faich, -but of their Converſion, and the work 
dal Coe them, with che manaer of their Converſioa 
Ce Hon, at their firſt turning from their fins to God ; 
os there's no certainty in this. 

Firſt, For oftentimes, thoſe that are moſt confident, and 
bold, can dothis, when others of better Spirits, and better in 
the main, can't; ;nay,\it is $0 be feared, may, {train here 
to ſaymore than is true, or more than hey have' had the &X- 
perience of. 

Secondly, Others, ſometimes have related ſuch pallages, and 
circumſtances in reference to this matter, which were bur. tri+ 
vial, hd. if not repeuons 

Thirdly, Suppoſe e ſomey to have bad real Convitiivns, and 
trouble of mind at ſuch a time: Have not many had rig 
ons, that yet have not proceeded to a real and through Conver- 
ſioa, and a change of heart, and ſpirit ? And haye. not ſome 
been c or converted, rather from. one fin to another, 
from (ins more carnal, to Gas more ſpiritual, rn bow fia ig 
If, wholly unto righteouſneſs ? 1 y not of. any, that they 
are b, but *tis poſſible in ſuch a way, men may deceive rhem- 
ry and others, {o no certainty & I by ſuch 3 
CHON, | 
Y /r5 But. however i it is, t Ve 2s hes to whom this Conf 
et Log Let ety 
can t little ju at 
becauſe proceeding by ape rules, but thoſe of fancy and 
» cooceit, and the opinion they have of the preſent capacity, and 
honeſty of the perſon, or declaring; if he be either 


ignorant, ſtrongly Bone or hypocritical, he may deceive 
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new deviſed conditions dry. ations ; and v that al 
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are to be received, who-profeſs Faith in Chriſt, arid promils to 
walk holily and obediently, according to his Laws, to the bel 
of their > $496) and ability ; if afterwards they appear to be;. 
or walk otherwitke, they arc to be looked uato; watch'd over, 
admoniſbed, reproved , and in caſe of non-repentance, gr not 
anendment, to be ſeparated, cut off, and withdrawn from.. ; 


Such a work may grow by >3. 6 by vertuous Education or 


eraland exten 


«moſt, 
the counſels 
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; Chriſt - af -nlation, in the nat e,and _ig- 
woe. Th t at as it Grotred op > much to the ſeveral ways, d to 
the weaknel $, radicat ions, cuſtoms, humours of ſeve- 
ral” particular perſons, at leaſt. for a time, until they haye. | 
earned, or grown to better By abt and by 4} Thus i it 4 
ed onhg's; ſelf, "and th ” A was at 
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free nature of Ne d become all things to l oth 
in ie I Cor. 9. 19, 20, p06 werlets, Unto the Jews, faith he, 
1 became A 4 Jew, 4,e, ln many things cmped with the 
To in th xj four oc Cpſtoms,, Cxrfnanley, the better im | 
thoſe things ; Apis fe veg big Lov th a | 

7 are ot nbc , i.e. Withoutt ifecd Law, (or 

haps any pore | a) for he ſpeaks of the converted 
Gentiles, | wake tho Lav of Chriſt, a yer we = |þ 
tain man "of Ss Faga0d Cuſtoms, unto which they. had | 
' been accultomed, whi Geptiles ; that he { be ov 24in them that | 
' were withaut the ' Wb 7 -=_ y 4 

over to the compleat true Golpe Libery a and Sandi 

at firſt, andall at once could not be done ; ib ver, 22. 
plyed with the weakneſſes and norgours of of ſorne men, not 
well grown, 6. e, (as himſelf Giich) He bee "w all A 


fm. 
wen, that by all means ( ch-, means of com Pe = 


£4in ſome, which he could not poſſibly, nor 
_ or Chriſtian Religion, were not of ſo 
A] , as toallow it: herefore it is, , thar' 


muy mater ot; ler and men dry 
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that People :(fre ©) :; and 'the (tate of as then they 


were-:- The Worſhip was limited to. one place, the Priefthood, 
to one Family ; all that were admitted ' to officiate-in Sacred 
things, to one-Tribe ; with many - other Reſtrictions, Limi. 
ratiqns, Commands, -Promiles, ;/Threatnings, which made; it. 
culiar to them; aag, toi thatrgime, for it was but for arime 
being. -confin'd, and made ſo; narrow. intrhe Laws and Terms 
of its Union and Communion, that Prolelytes could, never -be 
admitted/to the full of the Rights and Priviledges of it, with 
the natural-J/debiee.c 11s ir Dom on 1 7 = 
. ; Put, x bis; Law was removed, forthe: goraparative vauleful- 
neſs and unpeoieaþlooghh of ir,; ſeeing it:wquld not fic all man- 
Kind, or men as ſuch ; Therefore God-intends'to reveal 
his Name, and Mind, unto all, and-to- bring all into one com- 
moa fellow{hip, both Jens and. Gene iles ; this former Diſpen- 
ation and Law muſt needs-be: removed, and another more 
liberal yieldiog; and excenſiye;” come in-the room of it ; eſpe- 
cially as to things, that forme call indifferent, things not evil 
in themſelves, but leſs neceſſary ; that way might be made 
to come at all, if they agreed in the Main, -4. e. 1n-the Belief, 
and Acknowledgment of Jeſus the Chriſt of God, 

Thirdly, It” is not here to be underſtood, that the Chriſtian 
Goſpel doth yield in any of its efſential Principles, or that. it 
doth proſtitute it ſelf to any of the finful wayne and luſts of 
men, .or comply with them in the leai. : But only that it doth 
Not bs nor injoyn any thing, as nec in its ſelf, .or 
unto Salvation, but what in its own nature is-10 ; and-if, men 
be made holy, and are ſanQified in their {piritsapd inward man, 
fruitful in their Lives in all well-doing to the glory of God ; e- 
ſpecially if abounding in Love. and, Charity unto men, it will 
make them allowance otherwiſe, as to the ways and cuſtoms of 
Men..and Nations. This then being the Natyre, and divine 
Conſtitution thereof, nothimg'is more ugteaſonable, and mare 
contrary to it, -to the deſign and ſpirit of it-; . than'impoſition of 
the Cuſtoms and Ceremonies of ane Nation, or of one Churah 
mon agorher, or of any number of, Chriſtians,upon other, Chni- 
d, ; and (that which is the. main Matter 1) now. mind) the 
Acgial of Chriſtian fellowſhip aad\Cammunion' in the Church, 
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or iti any the Dole Ciel of it, Ace it 
of differen ana. prtrhe be mfr ng 
tion. I know can debar any, except the Name 
of J Hp wor iſtianiey be denyed, or not acknowledged ; or 
_ they live unworthy of their Profeſion. They that hold 
the Truth i hteouſnels Uncharitablenefs, 
Goſpel in words, yer 

ce unto 


s, and Protilces or Modes of Worlhip; j 
e impoſed, as neceſſary to Salvation, or made the Condition 
Communion ; or that we are not ſuffered to enter our - 
fent, in matters wherein we do diſſent ; which ory coghe 
always to be allowed, that it known how far w agree, 
we may {© far walk tog ether. phommmmmpeyf rene ; 
lar points, and ſome Ondinances, and Prattices, if in theſe we 
be otherwiſe minded, as we may be, God in the way ofPeace, 
and of a ſincere Enquiry, will 1n due time reveal it unto us, 
Phil. 

Foorebly, F r further Proof, at leaſt, for our further ſerious 
Confiderition of the Divine Nature, and _ of this bleſſed” 
Religion, called Chriſtian, that it does uch a Latitude, 
ſuppoſing we hold to the Main : See a CE to this 

rpoſe, from that bleſſed and induſtrious "Apoſt e, who beſt 
and underſtood, the nature and extent of this gracious 
Diſpenſation of God in Chriſt, for the uniting and bringing all 
ara in one. 4. e. in Chriſt Jeſas, notwithſtandi many 

——_— — —— Rom. chap. 2. he diſputes at 
thoſe that truſted and had ence they ſhould 
be pk me) andpleaſe God, becauſe they were ſtriftin the 
obſervation of the Law, as to Ceremonies, and the ritual parts 
of 1 w_ though failing in more weighty things ; and proves, That 
God will not recon, , but upon the account of that real ir- 
herent Righteou fs, which conſiſts inthe real fruits of well- 
# verily profiteth,if thou keep the Law ; 

/ the Law bb ircymciſion it made Uncis- 
cumciſion, 
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nothing. He tells them, that there may be ow 


fi in trcarncifion 
whole) for the ne nrre— this may s hero pur (par if ye bow od 


Law. 
The Law is taken here em y, for the moſt ſubſtan- 


| tial or t things of t _ which the and 
ke Reaſon Fill dinguiſh, by a SD 


cy from the 5 py 


7 ad Prey wh 
ciſed Perſon, he he ric hocoafarf 
tial and neceſſary parts of ir, 8 ; ; 

7 hs wire ally ctr be. "ho te x well accepted of, as 
kept the whole 


theſe at all, t keeping the other whi h is the Main. he ſhall 
be accounted of, A ye as Rs x 6s 

See more to t me purpoſe in verſe 27, he roundly con- 
cludes : And ſba/l not the Fey mmncys x i, e. the Perſon uncir- 
cumciſed ; if it fulfil the Law e thee, who by the Letter and 
Circumciſion doſt tranſereſs the avs And verſe 28 29, But he 
is 4 Jew. SO we may fy (upon the -—_——— le of reaſon- 
ing) he is a Chriſtian, not which is » Or is bap» 
tized only outwardly, bur he is « Chriſtian IG, that i Tp 
inwardly, and Baptiſm, # that of the Heart, is mes fa 
noo ſo mach in the Letter, or in Jiteral Ba i, na prſeon 
this account, is wor of men, but of God, 
our e is fair, (viz) that on a = ag we not ro 

at all, with outward, or water Ba but ſhould 

of it, yet if he 
fn his acknow- 
0 walk in 


; Vox 'Clamantis ;- or, ; 
a doth.allow.z free Communion to all,"differing in all: 
hke- things, + I would-have all chat read this,'tomind ir; 
ta-look upon the Scriptures before:them, 'to: ſee 'whar'a 
little tnatter they make of thoſe differences about_ Ordinances. 


and 'Ceremonies, which may, or may not be 'uſed and 'praQti- 
' ſed, na icruple or. trowble among Chriſtians ; ind leain | 


to eſtimate, men, not, for ſych-things, as theſe, * but: for" their : 
To' this add chap. 14. of this Epiſtle; where we find Chriſti; 


ans. differing about keeping of Days, and about Meats ; - ſome 
king Conſcience of keeping fome Days more thati 6thers, : 
ſo of Meats, ing.4 drenca-and ſcience of cating : 


ſome, FYS175" 1s. verſe 2 Sy yQue. efteems one day - above | another 
ray err cr wy ke." What does the Apoſtle now!?- 
does he perſwade the one tocome-over tothe other ? No fuch: 


matter, but. what..does he do 'to end the Controverlie ?' Even 


is; exhokts that thould bear with, and not judge and cen+i 
ace Lego e, whole Chap. forthis, and: at wel, 
with the Apoſtles manner gf reafoning in it; he accountsthat) 


every. one,.of them: may mean well, and ſerve God 4n' bis: 
way. | 
; Perſe 6, He that regards a day, regardeth it unto the Lordo He 
that regards not a day, to the Lord he doth not regard it, i. ec "tis 
for the Lord's ſake, he hath no regard to it. -He that earerh, 
eateth to the Lord, and he gives God thanks. And he that eateth: 
wot, to the Lord he eateth nat, and he giveth God thanks ; both 
we God thanks, both think they ſerve and pleale him, and: 
erefore in the mean time; {ſhould live at-peace one with ano- 
ther, andall others with them. 
But further, What are now the common Principles, where- 


' upon they ſhould. agree, and keep and maintain Love, and 


hatity, and Chriſtian Communion together ? Not at all theſe 
things. in Queſtion-among them, but the Apoſtle -lays them' 
down 1n, verſe 17. For the Kingdom of God is not, ſtands; not 
in meats and; drinks, days ang times, or in the obſervation of 
things of this nature,. wherein men are at liberty ; but it con- 
liſts i= Righteouſneſs ; we are to underſtand,. that Righ- 
tcoulnels, befare deicribed, that is diſtinguiſhed. from thbſe. 


things 
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things -in- difference , Riglteoulnely | in thei! moſt excellent 


ence, OC. 
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'Jatcreſt, abd Spirib:they all have that are- in in Chriſt Jeſi ''be. 
ing made. ble Andirhich pa olds faine Spirit'##9' heave 
tyre with-him, which is wrbught in them, | 10 
they ſhauld rejoyce and loveone another, 
ls of the I "9 whe) hr thai 
\on+fats account no other ve News 
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er follow after 
— rhings thancthoſe, about . 
may edifie, or nc wherewith one-builds (as _ 
hes) another, Gheiſtian Faichrand< Vertue/'0 119m 257 © 
» Ini-Go#! 7-1 p——_ i nothing, and. Veep 
nothing 4 (what then?) 3ut the \keopiny 26e Commuydrnonts' + 
Gody: &c.. But were not Circumeiſiony” and- ) 
which: are (i gnified, under, 'or (by; che Gotantar 
of God 2 They! were ſo; burin Wof/Uiaivy 
competitors with the great-rhings« of the*Law oghey were if 
fuch compariſon no Commandmenrs,. e&#. and as "to the 
ſion of this ſaying and affertion; Chriſtian -tmeiiiiere here” 
the Apoſtle commanded to keep their Phices, falft 'vlieir* 
venants and Contrats, domg:[tryite to th6m on 


they have covenanted, to be Servants; all'whi grea- 
ter uſe'and neceſſity, >and of mare>hanoar tothe Gefpth} than 


to ſtand upon fuch kind of things, as Circumciſion, Se. his 


drift may be rea from the. "_— to the 24h, Senſe. 


Another. 
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| [$671 is Col, 2, 9.11, I» whom are circum 

ciſed, St - of tia made without —_—_— putting off | 
E;; the" fins of the. Fleſh, &c. The Apoſtle hereto rake | 

them \off from admiring and making too much of outward —=| 


6" woweef: 


' ' wen A 
| | "7 bury and kind wich che 


,6. Por in Chis s, 1.6 
gh hol hr 


ateth any thing, 1.e. no out- 


| re anti  | 
| 4th, 8 | R tes Love, | 
| or Charity, Chriſtian Charity. 2 
| | Add to this once more, chap. 6. wv. 15. For in Chrift Fer, | 

fiow, but 


weither Circumcifion availeth any thing, nor Unciroumcifion, but , 
(what does avail? ) pay. rang new regeaerate ſtate, 
of which we may ſce more in 2 Cor. chap. 5: from v. 14.to v.1s. 

So 


* 
om dy ow — OOO * 
. CC i <> ctn_—E— En — 


_— as 
———.._ . —_——— PEEI—_ 
"yy my 


—_—@@___ _ 


£ 


FO; 3 


z 


E 


2 
® 
” . 
- - 
- 

- 
. 
- 

% 

4% 
- 


ft 
: 


by 


and. upon the ſame Reaſon; - and to make his 
cluding, we muſt take in the Chriſtian Rites 
that are of an external and ritual nature, fuch as Bapri 
Lord's Supper, &c. not that the doing or ning of 


things is tobe condemned ; no, be 
cordag tothe hwr omg we ir Nr the | 
lome ſpecial Reaſons may be given for their uſe,” 
to eſtimate, perform, and them with Sabordi 
Subſerviency to Peace, Charity, Echfication, ez,” 
not othetwile ; and: if theſe ſhoald | mehr ry 5 y 
interfere with, and lye croſs to- tho and t1 
than —_— 2 


things, they are rather- to be Jeft 
3p. eye - nega. acne b uh, 2 
oa this general Principle; tharrhings of an t@ferior \ as 


breach upon thoſe other. The Apoſtles 


all external Qrdinances are, ſhoufd | ry > | things 
when they come in competitioir ; ſuch 'as Chriſtian- Charity, 
Peace, Edification, Growth and Encreaſe in Chriſtian Ver- 
tue. - His Argument reaches the one; as well" as the other, 
and *cis rational, fo co underftand' ir, | and to-maaktt ſuch a differ- 
ence berween-things and thingsof rhis Nature: . | 
6, Fl- 
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che Ape diflaber 568 avtindedt ind this petiole oh 
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fo and edrhzed this blefſed Gvide ore and De- 
tigo, in that Chop. and prayed heartily, that eb _ 
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NR er danger RO rirints thee” "he 6 are 
| dogs. way hoy dad bem; inks by meanF of-ir, 'conſider- 
; il chap.'2. v.17; Wherefore rene my- 
in time put Gentiles,” at v.42.” That at that 

t Ehritt; beind. Aliens and Straugers, 'hawi 
Gol On, 1S&ar v.13: fs. te Arps 
== far of,” aro wide nigh by the Blood 
Proceeds ro the end; and further amply- 
"and their great honour in it, at v.16, 
be reconcale both umo Gold, i. ei Jews and Gen- 
EE the Law conld never do.” - This was 
ne (WW. hi Pgres. aw nent qrgr yn. yet iow 
exprefſeth it,” chap. 3. 'V _ _— 

he bore Ng and 'of the 
|; ci by the _ further, +; Lyra ſhows 
Honour' to hinſelf,- chat 'he” was midde 
, er of this'Grace.: &."7. 8. Whiredf Þ was 
 Prade.' a) Miigdſfer, \acevr ding 'to the gift of the grace of Godi v\'8. 
Onto me who am kf then the leaſt o all Sathts 1s this grace ioen, 
that. ſhould preach unto the Gentiles the anſearch Riche wy 
Cons with much-more- to;the fame pay m'w.9.To 

all men ſee, what: ths: Fellonſbrp.of the Myſtery, mehichts fFoms the 
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Power, ppoſed, - 
the former Scriptures lately argued, arc 
againſt any ſuch claim, <. 


reaſpnable account, claim . "hoc 
hey made uſe: of ; and tp be ſure, 
plain and pregnane 
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Paco other things, that 1 will but lightly _ 


though others of contrgry ſentiment to will lay 
load. -One is, (at which.I am nota little abaſh'd, > bring un 
able to defend, or ſo much as to excule it ; notwith 
I have heard what is commonly pleaded; ) that though you, 
according to your declared Principles and ordinary ICe,Arc 
Naon-conformiſts, and Diſſentars ; yet upon occalion, and 9 
get into Place and Office of Honour - or Profit, you will, ao 


can Swear, Renounce, take all or any manner of - Oaths, and 
G 2 Teſts, 


50 | "Vox Clatrianeis? + or, 


Tefts, tae of bes jrned adipoſe alſo, that 
take the Sacrament according to 
” of and, t , NC- 
"did for (perhaps) will, ever the fame again, eX- 
on, the like 3 and' the- making and firft 
forming of theſe. Oaths and Tefts, andthe raki) — 
| to you, 
ant oe nc out of Office and Place, ( hch Sow Wall Gone, 


y, canvr hol wm 
recall Hedges, fo that 


aid you xr biſ comes from hente, 
and to the Party you wonld ſeem 
to your f _ This opens the Mouths, 


you ; they 
da that you Priepoices we make uſe of the 
es as t © Jeſuits do! in ſuch caſes; and though it 
may vex them, to ſee you thus too hard for them, yet it & 
peak them by and lg to them, an occaſion of 
yenting their anger, againſt you ; withat, 
formerimes it adbs 6 them = = fg leaſant, to ſee that they 
rd as bad (0 they/'t ) and'as deceitful doings and 
Qtices among you, ———— of the illefſt Name and: 
CharaCter : Perſons of t of tho ole Principles, which your ſelves uſe 
moft to.exclaim againſt, = is, the Jeſuits, andmen of their 
Spirfts and Deſigns. - 
proteſt, 1 cannot tell how to anſwer them, as to-this - mae 
ter, #.c. To do it with truth and honeſty; 1 know what is 
and ed to juſtifie it ; who knows not ? Ler 
things be never ſo foul'when men have done them, and ftand 
declared for them, they will ſay ſomething; and'inthis caſe 
_ they end it is lawful, and they will prove it ſo, &&c. Bue 
at preſent not to enter_ into. that Controverſie, —_ it — 
awtpl; 
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chamaereobe raw 1-(which cannot yer ſee; (and there- 
e nqt- believe ::) What is this ro- che purpoſe, among Chri- 
' tins, or; wiſe and' good'nien ? Though this "x 


-much in the World, and among the. tneaof the! 
INE. Ramey among Chriſtnans,' that it ought 
they are 


tobe i; yea, lam tQ. n_— led by: Pririci 
eons than to do \Prncpis of 
or: to think to juſtifie themſelves, they wr ae namar miner 


becauſe they can prove them meerly Lawtful. -'/One'-wotld 

. think, the Apoſtles:Rule were near at hand; and ro: be Heed- 
ed, not only becaufe Apoſtolical, but for-the reaſonablenefs, 
goodneſs, and worthineſs" of the ' it ſelf: In x Cor, 
6hap. 6. v. 12: All things ave Lawfal,. 5. e. —_—_— 
are ſo, few gy in or > rereyr ablolutely mitheir 


. Nature Unlawful. "Bat «ll Lawtul, av not = 2 
dient, or profitable, or uſeful, _ es Lawfal) 

to ſome good end and purpoſe, forthe of. 

of.Peace, of Piety, and = Golpel pred rp 


chap. 10. v. 23, He faith, Al rhings are Danful for ine; buts all 
things are not expedient or convenient, again; All thives are Low-- 
ful forme, but all things edifie not, ' and'l am fare, ſcandalbus. 


things, 
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ant} of!ill Fane and Report cannot odific, - /. e; cannot 


ney, ea uw Purity, mathe Love of the Truth; 
{tumble them and caſt them down. Now 
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Ow ways, 
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when, they ESD, - practi wAl 
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Darrow eyes that 'ir- any bs as bad, 4d as 
babfurd4o' go them .s if they were utterly unlawful. | 
> Dheicontlafiab 1s;\in: ſhort, rhat- a Chriſtian neither 
Avill, mar ſhoukddowany init{cHf unlawful, nor afyt 
Miterly and 'anly becauſe it is Lawful but will mind ftill, - 
Maneſs, the profit, the uſefulneſs of chem, 5 cothoſe Circurh- 
Frances.they fall under, when reduced to pradtice. 
m_ Ido nor ſpeak all chis, becauſe I think ſuch Swear- 
120g 2nd unicating, for a- preſent advantage is 
Lawfol; but Juppoſing thar - __ ®, _ thar-#hone no 
| good, Reaſoninor Argument or the doing of -it, Neither a- 
.doul mieddle - or concern my ſef witch the Law and. Au- 
that injoyns theſe ings, or with thoſe Perſons, 
that ondary hold and prafti being in the Commu- 
nion 


nion of that Church, for whoſe ſake and. imereft they are 
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_Bifphly, But the conenen! Dies foertus doing nnd 
jeqivn agaioſt whae is here ſaid, . will be this. te 
ſhould nos_do'thus; rHemato honeſt - aien. world 'be 


none but loole, hane, wicked, Ath 
Fowſh men,! got in” ;- and > we fhou fhoutd 7' 
ourRights; our Liberties; our Alt yea/pertiaps our” 
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- | And God ſomcrimes will kave men cocruft hind widkall, and 
-he tryes them -in ſome way orother, \whether they they wil.eru@ 
him, yea or no, and whet wil walk io the, plain path 
of Truth and Sincerity, or w for they will 
on out of this Path, and leapover the Hedge : He doth this 

o prove them, and when they aze proved, and found fairhful, 
he ſooner helps and vindicates them in” a way of patient ſuf: 
fering, and conſtant conein in welt , thanin an > 
ther way, wherein they think to amend themſelves, in 
thods and proceedings ſcandalous and 
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un ſuch men, hl geres ag mae» «uſt, Jchau 
Cope dielagy ——_ "which ue: avtior Ficrbs 
would by no means do; I vch-Chooſers tags oaul 


in ſome kind and degree, at heya gh 
or ſcandals withiebo ochier:: | For "= [at 

the: daidg |that,: which I know: is, 1 
Praftice'not to do? ' Or whiy ſhould 
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ear CondJeſtnour: Saviour, better 'than they do: in 1 Cor: 10. 
Uhbop.|3'ts verſe 22. Whether therefore ye eat vr drink, or wh 


lever ye de,- 0 all 10: the: glory of: God, give mone Offence, rene 
to the Jews, _ age entiles, 'mor to of Charch of God, 
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Þ? Note Jad one ,'ehing more, wherewith = are not onl 

Ns br but nes andpublickly di of en. 

if/you were-a" 

above all others, 'of —_ Minds, Phanartick, abr Mirxar 

Principles ad PraQtices, as to'matters of Religion ;. particular- 

ly, in the Matter of your Diſſent and Separation from the Efta- 

-bliſh( Government, Laws'and Worſhip. Doubtlefs, 

"and Plninacicitan'i in-Religion,” are as diſho- 

judicial to it on the one hand, as. ; Proplianene 

ere and pr the other : And meeting with ſome witty 

Vicked Minds and Perſons, unacquainted with the Principles 
-and' Power of Godlineſs,. doth more ſcandalize 

the ather, and occafion thima'ts think, 'that = 


» erioullpR eligiovs, | but Fools; and that to be devour, is 
' ignorancer 1 do believe, that you are much wronged 


< ener? by ſuch who-care not what they ſay, or may 
"having all.cthe publick Favour and Coun- 

—— rt 7 blokpprovet Tex hers,' do not ſeem at 
STE burrirher themſelves uſc ang encourage 
thoſe chat do uſe re TG, nd and /ChiraQers ; 
afifixer ir ro God; 'and\ how. they. can make ic 
Dov Charity, ' and Mode- 

_ rerend into, 1 know. not: by 
3M Nat vorſfertran Riths) anvil, raiſ\upon, expole, 10 
-rhe' moſt: ignoranerand! ane, nor bnly ſome few, bur ſb 
'preat*# Number 'and Party of. men, -and their Fellow Chriſti. 
; 6; "arid Xcode gront a ane, toiay'no more than plain truth, 
- Hanonns Nambes, ;Picty; Learts 


ing, 
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ing,. or; uſcful-Liviagin their Place: and; Generation,:. Tay, | to 
do this doth too certajaly (hey aSpirit not at all agreeing with a 
Chriſtian Spirit, and makes them look too like men unacquaint- 
ed with the Divine Nature and Temper of our Lord Chrift, 
whoſe Example, they and we ſhould always ſet beforeus, be 
imicators of, that ſo being in, this, and in all Vertue, 'as. we 
ought hike unto him, when he appears, we may appear 'with 
him, becauſe we are like him. | 

Secondly, Therefore my only buſineſs and requeſt is, that you 
would do noghing that may occaſion this, but cut off Occalion 
from them that ſeek it, and would; be glad to- find any thing 
whereby — dilgracg and diſparage you, either it Prin- 
ciple or Practice. | 5.45 

Thirdly, 1 know, and am aware, That in all Ages fromthe 
beginning of the World, and more from the. beginning of 
Chriſtianity to this day , belide, divers other ways of. Envy, 
Vexation, and Perſecution, uſed againſt the better-part of man- 
kind, evil men have till deviſed, -and ous them Names of 
Reproach, Scorn, and Derifion, cruel Mockings, as the Au- 
thor to the Hebrews calls them, 'Heb: 11. John Baptiſf' was e- 
ſteemed, as one having a' Devil, Mad, or Phanatick ;- our 
Lord went not without"this Livery ; and the firſt Chriſti 
were called by way of Contempt, Galileaxs, and quite-t 
all the Ages of the firſt ten Perſecutions, there were ſtill devi- 
ſed ſome hideous or ridiculous Names and Charadters, to note 
them. by, and render them odious ; and. {o all 
the Reign of Popery, and the Romiſh Church; they were cal- 
led Hereticks, Lollards, &c. to make;them both odious and 
ridiculous ; the ſame Spirit hath not failed in our days, fince 
the Reformation, one whilecalling them; Puritans, Precifians, 
and now at laſt Phanaticks or Mad-men\. | But I ſay, I would 
not you ſhould give any Caule or. Occaljog for it : | Neirher'do 
I know any. thing, on account ,whereof they ſhoyld-ſoeſteem 
you, but that upon the fame , were we to retaliate and ren- 
der evil for evil, we might itigmatize them im rhe ſame kind ; 
yet if any do follow or imitare them in this, their Way and 
Pratice however provoked toit, they ſhall not be juſtified by 
me,nor, I believe,by-him,who is appointed the great Judge of us 
all, &c. H 2 Conſi- 


hs Yor Clamanis ; we 
-» Conſidexying with my ſelf, what it! may be,' that may' give 
any : colour-to ther, thus to ſtile you icks, NG be 
Mad or how you come Arnett Cher Pavers, 
or Enthutfiaſticks ; as far as 1can conjeQure, the occaſions arc 
_ as theſe, cc. 
, Thacſome of you are' taken avckee'of, deny the 
Regfon, in marters of Religion ; or to deny that we 
ſhould Judge of the ways and procedures of God, about our 
Salvation, and in matrers of Divine" Revelation, 'by our Rea- 
fons and Underſtandin:, or according ro them, or according 
NE NT opls, "that men,” 6" inen} tre capable to judge 
Firft, Tothis, I I foy, that 1 find none or very few, that thus 
and Hold ; ifa have been {6 inconfiderate, or let 
{1 in the heat of Diſcor and Ar - fach inconfiderate 
it theitr Boo + Ereyy nc "Fe, ngaioft rhe uſe of Rea- 
10" thatrers 6f- * fach dre but few, and 1 judge 
Jewer thin have wh and" hope fewer will be, +. 
tr on the comtrary, divers' of the Nonformiſts have writ, 
and ſpoken, 'and p ched rat ionally on the behalf, and in the 
defence of the uſe Reaſon inRe , many might be men- 
tioned,” ? have f e piece inttraled, rhe Intereſt of Rexſm 
is Religion ; andthar mf pious (whatever Enemies may ſay) 
2nq induftrious, indefatigable Servant of Chrift, Mr. R. B. 
hath cd & of ſbne, for rhis very rhing thar they have 
dooe- much' wron Religion, to make men think that no 
Proteſtants fpealt but /Socmars,, oe, AhdiFany be 
found weat,” rhos 't&/ deci int Reaſor!, ehey may 
poſſibly be betrayed thereunto th rheir adherence toſfome 
pdiraaun ;- thiit they rake for Truth, and: conceive 
f cpouce Ow rack now bugiren no rationa! Principles, 
Þ exipiagim Reafor ic elf: But of 
this ſort of men, 5 tches ore be few br emany, T am ſure 
they are as well Conformifts,- as Non-conformiſts. © The truth 
s, you ſhall hardly'ſee any Party of men, that hold together 
upon the accoune of 'afty particular Opinion, Intereſt or Pra- 
Rice in Religion, dk not uniciog upon. Chriſtian Principles, 
25 fuch, but burthar they wil oem Fir kmd or.other, be ſome- 


what 
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what - Phanatick, and for the ſake of their - Way, -arid 
Intereſt, deny mea the free uſe of their Reaſon,” as to the 
things they make the Principle Marks and CharaQters of their 
Party or Set. (E.G.) The Popiſh Religion if you will be of 
it, you muſt "any things deny your Reaſon and Senſes too 
(E.G.) 1a the infallibilicy of their Church, and in: the greai 
and ſenccleſs Herelie of Tranſubſtanriation, with many others : 
ſo to be admitted into ſome other Churches, you in ſome 
kind believe, -as the Church believes, praftice as they do,. lay 
25 they ſay, though it be never ſoplain Pn you own Rea- 
fon andUnderftanding / E. V.) You ant. ſubmit to theChurch 
or 'Ecclefiaftick Power and Authority to fuch Laws and Cere- 
ous pane or tor the _ an _ Sy Lay Hs ing 

em, t the t in themſelves never {o contrary - 
to your own ROS and to the beſt Judgmene-you can 
pot ugh, things ; this I ſay, you muſt ſubmit to, though; ne- 
ver. 10 ad: 4 oh þ which ſeems contrary to all reaſon, tothe 
Goſpel of Chriſt, and in it ſelf is moſt uncharitable and injuri- 
ous to Chriſtian men, Takealmoſtany other Set, Party' or 
Diviſion of men, that ſeparate. from theſe, rhey wilt have a 
xy wh are pane br paar 1+ 5 oa 'd; that muſt 
not be t romized and Difſetted, nor put upon the 
tryal of free Reaſon, and rational manly Principles, bur anuft 
be taken for granted, as an unqueftionable Principle in their 
way, as, being the uniting Principle and CharaQter of their Set 

Party. ;f1 wht 


; Secondly, But becauſe I would come as near as I can, to* the 

true —_—_ thoſe that deny the ule of Reaſon in Reti- 

B00, CG: ,- | Me 

. IL do t,, That there are ſame things, many things, 
that x nc the infnite Cracc of God,  Sated 9g 
Scriptures and Goſpel of Chrift: Indeed the; whole Frame of 
it is ſuch, with the moſt excellent Methods and Counſets 6f it, 
that allthe Wir of men, and Reafon.inthe World, and all the 
Wiſdom, -Sagacicy of men and Angels could never have found 
out, or thqught of ; but now being revealed and'rnade known 

to us,. we can by our Reaſons [and underſtandings concerve of 
them, arc.able to underſtand and judge of them, and __ 

| cney 
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they were once, yet how tliey are no longer Myfteries,” fave 
10 & as alt things are erg till men will be art the pains 
to know and mas 5 wht them, when all that Study, Care, and 
Prayer, which ought. to be uled, and ro which the Promiſes 
are made, that according to fuch endeavours, the Counſels of 
God in the Goſpel.of Chriſt, ſhall be underſtood have been 
uſed ; and eſpecially, if we live holily, cloſe with: God, and 
walk up to that which we already know, God will in due time 
reveal all che reſt unto us, ſo far as we need know ; and this 
not' againſt, nor wirhout the uſe of our Reaſons, but through 
the humble Exerciſe and Improvement of them. | 
If any ſhall tif obje&t, That there are £5 ſome things, that 
<annot with all our Reaſon and improved Underſtandings be 
known, &c. I grant it may beſo, eſpecially, to ſome, and at 
ſome times: But then as I cannot underſtand them, fo jr is 
Ho part'of my Faith to believe them, but; I ami to ledve theh 
a$ithey are.” I'am not obliged to ſpeak” about them, nor to 
aQtice them ; and that which otherwiſe might be a Duty 
r me to. do, did I know it, not knowing of it, now is not ; 
and indeed, it is a piece of honeſty and ingenuity in a man, nor 
topretend to be > vp he 15, but to hold things 
For certain, that arg foto him, and tolive and praQtice them ac- 
<ordi ly; and things that are but probable, ſo to hold and 
| ceaſes them, and for no other , and things doubtful, to pro- 
fe them as ſuch, 'that-we do doubt of,- and to ſuſpend the 
Praftice of them till better aſſurance and information *be - had. 
If this were done, men would be, and appear more honeſt 
and peaceable, and Diſputes and Conteſts about ſuch'Poinrs 
and Opinions, would be fewer and more moderate, and ſo need 
nn Peace, and hinder Charity, as now they toq much 
Ina word, happy were it, if men would be fo free and inge- 
nuous, and he” demacical and interreſted part of mankind 
would bear it, that every man would walk openly and honeſt- 
ly, declare and profeſs, what he is, and what he thinks and 
believes; let it be ſomething or nothong, good or bad, he would 
"the foonercome to Information, and ſo be refified, and in the 
mean time, would do leſs hurt, whereas while men -keep ſach 


things 
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things ſecret, they become 'hot and burning in their minds, 


they: make more of them than they are, and when the \ have 


ma rtnnity, to vent them, they are, the more carnelt in it, 


e more hurt by:them.if they be:not good, &c. 
3. Whatever men think, and talk againſt the uſe of reaſon 


wk matters of Religion, and of Salvation, yer certainly it, is of 


D neceſſary a, uſe , that they which talk agaiaſt is,; muſt uſe 
Lao Hr chey have and can rain it, / It is faid of © Juſtice, it 

A virtue in humane life and affairs, that Thieves 

Re Tea at live by injuſtice, Rapine and Wrong et,are 
forced to:make uſe. of it, if it be but in diſtri bation of what 
they have unjuſtly gotten : ſo men make ule of # chej Reaſon 


whilſt they diſpute. againſt it, 


T haye.heard of a witty P m madb agalaſt Wit and Reaſon, 
and in the price Folly; in < the uſe of Reaſon can.no 


ways be di , but by ſuch-a Poetical 
_— or-1n paragen way of ſtar olly ke that could be lyppaled 
to I. 


A Surely that muſt needs be molt which a 
ans 2 hath, and is eſſential to him, mnceſry, 1 which 
he could not be a man, but ſome other Creature. Why a xg 
ſhould be praiſed becauſe he ,is wiſe and rati ot Rn 
uſe of his reaſon and underſtagding in all things 
laying it, aGde. in matters of Religion, which are. his = 
concern, and wherein above all things he ng need ule. ; 
and the beſt of it, is wonderful prong, 65 | 

And further, ;moſt certain it; js t. the ever bleſſed 
ous Gad,. when he gives his Laws, and "makes known hf 
Wk oat Eye doth is an ile peg to the le 
minds a Sls of men ;. that-{o mn. 'a5, Men, may comccve 
and judge-of them, and underſtand them, ; As he hath mn 
all Cotes zn, cheir divers kinds, , wich ſeveral. faculty; 
AY oing CeSoriog anſwerab!e tp his dealings with = 

wings of them ; and his, merzoos and. vs ey auult 

be Kb to: RO) that 7 be ſixred'and moved to.their. ſe- 
yeral works and ends ; -ſo. Man above all-orher;Creatures being 


made, moſt free in his aRioos,, apd enabled-to know and under; 


you what. is, ſaid to him, being allo, accountaple to God. bis 


"Creator 


, : k 
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. Creator for what he doth, nd why hedoth, muſts needs in his 
way and in @ manner, proper kind, miderffand” and con- 
- ceiveof divine things, Arynglen be in no otliet way ,than by kis 
reaſon, whereby he 1s able to judge of the wiys of God wheb 
made known to -him, as well as other things; and therefore 
it is thar God doth often a rf to men,-and to their _— 
and 'Judgment- even, whether his ways: be ae Fa z AÞl 


their ways ual ; he makes them t « Jud 
oiled hs wouls noe do, ery fark men (only hong 
4* Whereas ſome, bo ivns hen themſelves in rhis conceit 


"_ were not com 
the-ufe of reaſon in Religion and divine things, do 
. an th all the reaſon they can allow themſelves ſome Sip: 
tire ; and it efpecial char place in 1'Cor. 7; 14. 
the Nataral nn frerhur wot the things of God, for they ov fool- 
Yeu by tim: hs reaſon is given,” cauſe they we ſpiritually to 
"I Id con mak fray he. $ lar 
not” make an to open the, Scri ar 
relies with if cfiery would be fin L, and it bath ir lates 
by others fully ; and 1 would Br all fictr hat, pledt it, 
ro'mind cory le rhings, in the place, and about it, :. 
1. That' wha fpoken Fre of the- nat is meagt rior 
ofthe uvregenerate man, but of the weak Chriftian and ander- 
; or bube i hrift, chap. 3.67.1. And called carnal, 


” Thar the man of God here ſpoken of , which theſe 
could nor receive, were not the common and- 'moſt neceffa 
_ were of abſolute neceffity ro falvation: on, burthe high 
of God, which only the fpirirtal man of! we 
h ian could well underſtand! wid comprehend : ard 
T vitirual, according to the Apoſtles phraſe, is ſtil mean, 
ch as are well grown in Chrj arg n'o ppoſtion to 
weak men; and' nartow- ſpirited: Gele phe 
in this Chaprer, 67; 1 5, Chap. 3.9.x, Chip. 4. 199 39. Gal. 

7. That it is not Here denved, 'thar ach a man could never 
know or underſtand theſe things', ; or that he was'in ah utter 
incapacity-to underſtand then, bur only this, that at preſent 
he was ſo; bur this denits noe. but char afterwards in a conrt- 


NUANCE 
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ey; diligent. PAGE may 4dow. As weſay of 
Nor neg Book-learnctl, he cannot: read, nor 
EEE 5, noe-Lacio, 50! Brin no(preſert (capacity 
tho ip rods nor: ur thit ke moy by diligence and 
ing) bitoſlf eo it:; and by; ſable ntru@ion for 
va indeoſtand $oida, 'what he catmornow! 'do./- Theſe 
g4-A4e ay pion m tha Sctipture, and-inche Contexe abour it ; 
Mg nn ate and 1a —_—_— all-prejuflice 
| 05; they wall fhnd-m: to:be ſor; and'if nor; rhey 
will never find any chiog, nor:chetrunhrac att; 
n0$6:1t: a iba agd will be headed (vis) Fhar'it isthe Spifit of 
(od het 1enlightens and: gives/ inftruftion: in Divine thin 
gc I - 2-5 m1 Ing Know hens — warhour his GG 
IF 1k 
To wbeh 1 anfver :(1.)/fe belarans he doch ſo, and'as the 
| faith: {No wen kaoes the Things of God bar :the Spirit of 
God, 1; Brit (2 J beſides that he bach md; known-thefe alrcachy 
or Og which be hath-maderof thetmand of Chriſt 
ax: the) {ol now/he make$men:to know rand ' under- 
{and the| things of God 1. and helps every marirhar is-willing 
te vnderitand, and-in lincerity defires it : bur till chis is: done 
oat. without. (much leſs agaioft) the uſe-of their-reaſons and 
underſtandings; but'tlitongh ithem;andby rhemy hedexls with 
men, a54men,. avreafpnable:; . [6.chac cchey may: underſtand and 
<onpeive-of theſe, in. the fatne way: they do'of veher-things 


though theſe herds moltexcellent. . 
.Agaio,, it appeats. mote plainly, to be thus; io-pharmen are 
$ -and/i cſack; eo try, to: indy: enquire, 


ante woghe of go of Divinortingp, 3s weltas, 
[83 Maoro:thanafter: other ker ak the which caamrbe done 
t by the uſe of their reaſonable faculties as they.are men, and 


thus. they are helped ,/ CO_ rememnbred,. and: every 
beiSpins and: morervhan they ate'in 
ark hay'oe naahern roms? arnevd of this, 
i tirmobrtryy propyermmbhacmcyctracy = 
e 
icon) ISIS: 


64 Vox C- mantl ; on, 


ligence, and humble Prayerto-God, the Father of Lights, and 
the giver of ſuch good and pexfett gifts. ' (3. It is manifeſt, that 
the more we do 10 this kind, the more' we receive; 40 him 
that thus improves, more ſhall be given ; and the more care- 
les, or idle, or otherwiſe: diverted by the, thi this pre- 
ſeat World, cc: the leſs we receive at the hand of God, ac- 
cording as we find by experience.” Ia agreement'to this, there 
ar® many orien orapatng us'tolabour; to'ſeek,in order to the 
receiving this Grace 3 and many Promiſes and: Encouragements 
thereunto; and conſequently our not doing of it, not thus ap- 
plying of our felves tothe work with all humble ſupplication, 
1mall ſincerity, ts the reaſon why we want it, and want-rhe 
Divine Grate, -which elſe woald be moreplentifal/in ir”! * 
6. If we donot thus imploy our reaſonsand underſtandings, 
in enquiring into the things of God; weare like to be deceived, 
and ſome other Spirit wjl get into us, that is not'of God ;-and 
and ſo we ate like to be miſled; turn'd indeed into! the way of 
Enthufiaſax and-/Phanariciday, as we ſee dayly' it is withifome. 
Yea, :{o-vlear and manifeſt-it- is, -that what we'receive of God, 
and the Gofpetof Chriſt, muſt be'by and through the uſe of 
our rational faculties, rhat by them-we are hid to oy the Spi- 
rits, whether they be of God or of men, or of a  inſpira- 
tion, by which thofe-are generally miſled;' chat: think tv find 
the Truth otherwiſe than :in this moſt p and neceflary 
way. So:that takerhe-aarrer,and confider ity how wewitk, it'1s 
manifeſt; the ordinary work and operation of God, and the Spi- 
rit of God upon us/.in the making his will _—_— ,.' making 


of us tounderſtand, ,zand to be imprefied/ with rhe |. 

and ſence of | Divine things; or things of God: muſt 'bebbz 

EA the'uis and exerciſe of our reaſon judgments and 

und ings | - THT ha rt 11913 1009! 973 Y vi 
7-: And finally;if any plead and: contbad' that according to 


—_— ——— mermay! and idordegeive! chenhfelves ;/ we 

| than aan gr \trerefres\. miſtakes), nbt- 
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men may abuſe and v impley their noble Faculties of rea- 
fon and anderfiacding, hes therefore there is no uſe of them 
in any caſe ? ſurely then we muſt all vaman our ſelves. But 
that men_ may uſe and imploy all the powers of their Souls, 
and members of their Bodies to ſin and ungodly purpoſes, is no 
doubt, as neither is it, but that they may uſe them to good 
and uſeful purpoſes, ends and deſigns ; which if. they do nor, 
ſeeing they may do ir, they ſhall give.a moſt ſevere accounc 
to God in this matter above all other. And the Truth is, 
the principal reaſon and account, ofthe juſt and ſevere judg- 
meat and condemnation of God againſt men, that will be con- 
demned at laſt, will be reſolved .1nto this ; that they have nor 
improved nor made a right and honeſt uſe of thole natural and 
moſt excellent Faculties, which they have as men (+:z.). that 
reaſon. and. underſtanding which God. hath given them; and 
conſequently on the-account of thoſe Talents, and Seaſons, and 
Opportunities of Grace, which they having received from Cod, 
for the doing good to themſelves and others, have negleQed. 

Some againſt all reaſon objeQt, that we are not to compare 
Heavenly things with Earthly, and Divine things with Carnal, 
which-men will and are like to Yo , if they judge of the one 
by the other, according to- their reaſons, and humane under- 
ſtandings, &rc. 

- "But, to this I ay in ſhort, that it is a wonder, that men 
can ſay and objeQ this, when oy ke the conſtant way and 
reaſdning of. our blefſed Lord himſelf in his Parables and:com- 
pariſons ;/ and how he doth fill compare Heavenly: things to 
Earthly, and Yluftrate' them by: theſe ; ſtill o__ , the King- 
dom of Heaven, or the Kingdom of* God, (which is the King- 
dom of the Goſpel) is like uijto this, or like unto that, accor- 
ding tothe way, reaſon,;; method, compariſon, and pracedure 
of men, inearthly and natural things, and in the things of rhis 
life, 'as in the Parable of: the Sower, and many other, which 
are too many here to ſet down, and plainer than that there 
ſhould be need to argue them. | 

Only this, the Heavenly and Spiritual,” or Divine things, 
differ by way of excellency, and of their ſoveraign uſe to-men ; 


but this hinders not, but that io their general naruce and, me- 
I 2 thod 
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thad of proceeding, they hola; pr wn with them in the- 
rea[0n, evidence, proof, and:demon(traxion of them. | 

To condude.. when 1 ſpeak fo much (becauſe there is {6 
much need) of the uſe and exerciſe,of mens jadgments and un- 
derſtandihgs in matrers/ of God and of Rehgion, as well as in 
other things : I: hope one” willchink, that I ſuppoſe men In- 
fallible, or that they may not either willingly, or ignorantly 
err, and do amifs, and uſe them otherwiſe than they ought, 
&:. Butonly thus, . 

1. That an honeſt exerciſe, and uſe of them , is the 'way 
v herein we are moſt certain to find, and may expeCt a blefſing 
from God, in our enquiry and-ſtudy, and good uccels in' the 
matter, and things enquired after ; and this though it be not 
infallible, is the neareſt to Infallibility, and (we may be fare) 
of the; greateſt certainry, whereby to come: ro a right under-. 
ſtanding ; and: be furely led in che-rtungs of God, and of our: 
cverlafting concerns. | AL 

2. That men may be diſhoneſt, and fuffer their hearts and 
minds to be byafſed and wrong influenced, and. darkned ; they 
may not love the Truth, for Truths fake, they may have rheir 
Intereſt and their Luſt rogratiff,” and ſo they may err ani do 
ill, and the Spirit of God may be grieved and:kept ata diſtance, 
and not help them,nor joyn with them : But it they are of honeſt 
ſincere minds, which/allmay and muſt have, even the weakeſt 
as well as the ſtrongeſt, they wilt6nd they may be ſurely ltd ; 
and no other bur ſuch, have the; [e$6ric, and fo far they 
are kept out of the way of rhe evil 'Spiitazwettas hom theper. ' 
verſion of theirown Spitics, and fromcht ſubriſtyiand deceiving 
of Evil and Intereſſed men. IR 2642.0 oof 40: 

2. Some of you aye charged with Phanaticiſm, ſometimesin 
your Prayers: 'and- Sermons, 4-4, ; wwitto divers odd , and! too 
courſe, blunt;! and over-familiar,, and: anbecouning: words'and 
Phraiſes, Comparifons-and.Sumilitades, which Teem nauſtous 
to foe, Ridiculous: ro others;7and however paſſable among 
the People, out of their reſpeQts to'you, yer offenſive and” gra- 
ting tothe-Ears of the more Judicious;- and give vecalion more 
than you think for (bur ow!iht ' to 'conlider) to others to ſeoff, 
deride;,' and thereby counrenance- and 'conlirm themſclves in 

Pong what 
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what they are willing enough to believe. (-2.) That you are, 
as they call you Phanatical, and men of abfurd Speeches, and 
ſometimes of Bebaviours in your Religious Exerciſes : And | 
though this may-as well be charged upon others, and ſome of 
your Accuſers as welt as any; yer they having the advantage 
of you in State-Favour, and being otherwiſe more inthe Faſhion 
. than you are, they can make that uſe of it againſt you, which 
you cannot againſt them, neither ought if you could ; and this 
ſhould make you the more careful, with the greater Piety 
and-Prudence, to manage all things of a Religious nature, with 
ſuch a comelineſs and decorum, that you may difparage neither 
Religion, nor your ſelves. And though fuch kind A romiags 
out may not diſpleaſe, but fometime; rather pleaſe, delight, 
ſome of the more-Raw and Ignorant fort of People, yet to the 
Judicious, even among your ſelves, they are offenſive, trouble- 
ſome, and make them fornewhat abaſhed: Certainly men may 
ſpeak fo as to avoid all affeQtation, quaintneſfs, pedantique Jing- 
ling on the one hand ; and alfo all abfurd, unhandfome, un- 
comely utterance and expreſhons on the other ; and what is 
ſpoken on ſuch occaſions, may be ſober, ſerious, rational, and 
| man'y. Burofthis I ſhall take no further notice, having dare 
it before. IT W | | 
Only I cannot chooſe but wonder, that yon Having "heard 
and ſeen ſo muclof this nature obje&ed againſt you, both in 
Speeches, Diſcourfe, and in Printed Books (which will inform, 
and word it to you, better than T c#n) ſhould not now be more 
carefal init, c. - "Y 
'3- Somerhimp'of this miture'is noted'of you in and about the 
performance of Religious Duties, and about the taking up fome 
private Opinions, Notions-and Practices 1n Religion , upon the 
account of a new pretended Revelation, or new impulſe; ftrong 
and extraordinary motions pon your Spirits. | 
» For the firſt, as to' ReFigious Duties'ant! Services, This is 
charged on you (and by fome,  r6o much occaſion is given for 
it :) Thar you will not pray, (to give that as an inſtance for 
the whole) or go abo';t any ſuch' Religious Service, till you 
are firſt ſtrongly and inwardly: moved ro-it; vr as ſome ſpeak, 
have an impulſe upon their minds, or be moved by 'the Spi- 
Tt ; 
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rit ; and whenſuch a forcible touch or ſtrong motion is upon 
their minds, right or wrong, they account it a moving of the 
Spirit of God, op” © becauſe-they are ſtrongly moved and 
perſwaded. And if fuch a Motion be not, they reckon and do 
account, they are not obliged at all to the pertormance of any 
Duty ; in anſ{wer to this, conſider, 

Firit; I grant, That Chriſtians may at ſometimes be ſtirred . 
and moved in their Spirits, to ſome religious Work and Ser- 
vice, more than at another time, and that he that is ſo, doth 
well, to take and not to omit ſuch an G—_—_— &c. But 

| That he ſhould not ſer upon the performance of Prayer, or 
any Chriſtian Service till he is (o ſtirred and inwardly and 
ſtrongly moved ; this is a DoQtrine and Perſwaſion, than which 
nothing is more fooliſh, and pernicious, or Phanatick (if you. 
will have it ſo: ) very dangerous to the Souls of men, and no- 
thing more contrary to ſound Reaſon, nor the w Scripcures.' 
And this is ſo plain, that it is a ' wonder any conſidering man 
uld be ap waded to it, or led by it. For mw how man 
places. doth the Holy Ghoſt, ſpeaking in the Scriptures, call 
upon men to ſtir up themſelves to their Duties, - to gird up the 
Loyns of their Minds, to be ſober, to” conſider, and to watch 
and pray, &c. yea, to provoke themſelves, and to provoke 
o2e another unto good Works, as they ſee Cauſe and Reaſon 
- for it ; how oftenare we called upon, to ſtrive, to run, towre- 
ſtle, and that againſt our ſelves'? how often, and how vehe. 
mently are we called upon to pray ? (to ſpeak to that Duty'; 
particularly, as an inſtance of all the reft,) abundance of Ar- 
apennare uſed, to provoke and inforce men to be conſtant, 
iligent in it, &c, 
hat need all this; and abundance.more that's ſaid, to. en- 
gage us to beſtir our ſelves if this need not be done, till we 
are inwardly ſtirred and moved, and muſt wait, for ſome im-- 
pulſe and inflation of a mighty Spirit, to raiſe our minds unto 
it ; nay further, do not cheſs earneſt Charges and Exhortations 
plaialy ſappoſe and prove, that men may by the ſerions 
thoughts of their Duties, the Reaſons, and Neceſſity thereof, 
ſtir and raiſe in themſelves ſuch a ſtrong Motion, to the Duty 
* they ſpeak of? Again, 
4 ; Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Donot the Scriptures ſpeak much, and give men 
to underſtand, and make them aware of their own dulnefs, and 
backwardneſs to this, and all good Works and Duties ? and 
doth it not admoniſh them , and par them in fear, leſt a 
cold , flat, indiſpoſed Spirit grow upon them ; fo that-at . 
laſt they may come to be hardened and deceived, that in 
ſeeing , they may think they ſee, but not indeed perceive ? 
In hearing, they may think they hear, but not underſtand, and 
that their eyes may come to be cloſed, that they cannot ſee. 
And is not this a moſt danferous and dreadful ſtate, which 
men come unto by negle&, and by nor being diligent, earneſt, 
conſtant and fervent, in ſtirring up themſelves in, and to all 
= Ways and Services ? And it matrers not, as to the danger 

per o_—_ comi OO whether me _ by 
minding other things, and by their being ingaged in this pre- 
ſent World, or dudes they come hens win Phanarick, 
Enthuliaftick perſwaſion, that they are not to a&t in religious 
Duties, except extraordinarily moved toit ; for till a negleCt 
there is, from what cauſe ſoever it comes, the danger and ill 
eftets are the ſame. Thar this ill and infenſible Spirit, is the 
efte. of ſuch Enthuſiaſtick Notions or Apprehenſions, is moſt 
. manifeſt in our days ;- and to that paſs, by theſe means ſome 
come, that they neither pray by chemlalers, nor ray Or WOr- 
ſhip God in their Families ; they neither pray with them, nor 
for chem, .nor for any , except ſome extraordinary mowon 
puts them upon it, and ſo at laſt they Worſhip, not God at all, 
neither inpublick, nor as far as any can underſtand in private ; 
and in fine, do hardly profeſs, or give any account of their be- 
lief in Chriſt Jeſus, nor whether they. be of the Chriſtian Re- 
 ligion, or of:any Religion, or whether they be only Civil Pa- 
ans; you ſhall ſeldom hear them mention the Name of Chriſt 
Fe xv any reverence or expreſſions of any tolerable Love 
and ons to him. | dy COU 

Fowrthly, Becauſe theſe kind of men, 'before they come to be 
ſo bad, do ſeem to :reſt-much' upon the motions of the Spirit 
of God, - as. they - pretend. (For indeed) to ſpeak the truth, 
there are extreams on: bath (ides ; for as theſe will do nothing 

_ withour ſuch, motions and impulſes, others, on the other _ 
re 
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reſt too much in their forms-of Devotions, of in: their natu- 
ral Parts and Abiliries, and ſo do nor look for,, nor-ſerivofly 
(tend unto, \nor pray for the' Divine Illumination, and Cotn- 
munication of the holy. Spirit, who certainly, to humble fin- 
ccre minds; waiting on him, and asking his help; will never 
be- wanting. 

But 3 ſay, fecing ſuch extreams and miſtakes there are, 1ct 
ns ſte, what the Scriptures teach us, and what we 'may rea- 
ſorably expe&t of Grace and Aſſiſtance in this kind, to help 
us in all holy Chriſtian Works and Services; and weind the 
Holy. Ghoſt 1s'ofren ſpoken of in the- Scripture, eſpecially in 
the:New Teſtament, as an helper and affiſtant *ro'us, jm the 
things of God, and of Chrift Jeſus, as, E'G.'for* the under- 
ſtanding of them, arid our Hiumination 1n- them,” for rhe” re- 
membhzgance and bringing of them, and all ht things unto oor 
. minds, forthe helping of us in the performance of them,; and 
. becaciſe our weaknefs, ignorance, and indiſpoſedneſs is 
and our. infirmities many, ſtill accompanying us inal Religions 
| Sexvices, and-efpecially, 'in the Work 'and Duty of Prayer 
- (which. is thar we gave for an inſtance for all the reſt,) I Gy, 
- it is plain and mamifeſtenough, that the Holy Spirit of God is 
- promiſed to. us, and doth concern himſelf in us abour theſe 
-things, but we are no where taught, thar ordinarily his Mari- 
- ons'are of fuch a hor-and ftrong/Nature, that we cannot refiſt 
them ;/ but on the contrary, that men do reſiſt Kim, and that 
his Operations may be refifted, and as to the EfeR'fruftrated ; 
he may 'be grieved and depart from us, hor being entertained 
by us as he ought : Andrhat his Motions are ordinarily foft and 
fill; notcomng in a Srorm, not” in Thiinder, or with's T6r- 
rene; bur'fuch, that by men, careleſs, 'earrhly; -lovers 6f. and 
' buſie ia this /preſent. World; -or ' otherwiſe mdifpoſed,* cr ill- 
_— may not be felc or underſtood, becaufe ng attended 
unto, &c. | F —_— 

- | -Fifthly, That his Motions and Workmegs in” vs, 'ife, and al. 
- ways-muſt be, in-and by out Reaſons ntl 'Vinderftatiditigs,” as 
.-we are men; becauſe, by the faculties, 'we as men; are indued 

with, and according tothem, we muſt judge; 'wherher ich 
Motions are. good ornor, whether the'things and works Were 
| put 
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and Worſhips, unleſs we know what we do. and why, 
A_ meer Motion, therefore or Impulſe, or ſtrong Inflation _ 
Tqpl and f upon the mind, « not to be followetl without further 

mene pals upon, it; 
yok in MEU, whea we, ſpeak of the help and 
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to uſe inthem ; bur the/ things and mattgrs we are to pray for, 
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- had to claim ſuch a Power ;and IE ex- 
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_ caution as well againſt the one as the Liher, 06h A 

Former of Folly and Fancy, in all thoſe places where's mm” wala 
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wiſely,” to' be + nowing and underftandiog ,” what. that Fs 
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, and the great , Troubles thars:muft needs followthere, 
Not to'be. ever careful. i any-of theſe things, bur in 
and.1n all, arr, week care,: and we of all, and 
the publick, as well as your own- private, unto Prayer 
- and Supplication, oy leave it —_— truſt him MN ngr 


Chnt; 4 kinder ae: ſelyes-in rhe enjoyment of 
hat: Joby. or by a civerſion of your 'mind, {and trou> 


Boi 


preee __ ves about theſe ſuppoſed and feared Events. Your 
art 


work and care of FE ocking: out your Salvation,re- 
care.cand fear above'all, 6nd inthis;as well 
j,. let your moderation be known unto all men; 
me 0 wn bin, or evil -of men, 
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